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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a contents 
distribution method and its apparatus that can transfer contents 
in advance to a subscriber and allow an enterprise to manage 
its release time. 



SOLUTION: A server 1 1 of an enterprise 10 distributes 
encrypted contents to a data storage device 3 1 placed at a 
subscriber side 30 or part of its areas via a network 20 before a 
release time set to the encrypted contents in advance by the 
enterprise, when the release time comes or when a time 
receiving a use request of the encrypted contents from the 
subscriber side exceeds the release time, the enterprise 10 
distributes an encryption key of the encrypted contents from 
the enterprise 10 to the subscriber 30 so as to distribute a load 
of the server and the network attended with distribution of 




contents with a large capacity to a plurality of subscribers, 
illegal use of the contents can be prevented so as to attain 
simultaneous use by a plurality of subscribers. 
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